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IN THE CLAIMS n 



Please substitue the following a mended Claims 29 and 3 1 . 
29. 



(once amended) The absorbent article of claim 18, wherein a plurality of 
sections of said topsheet is spaced from said b^CKsJieet and alternating sections of said 
topsheet are secured to said backsheet, eacKjsaid^ spaced topsheet section including one or 
more of said absorbent layers such that saicNepsKeet forms said nonwoven substrate of said 
absorbent composite. — — " ( 



31. 



(once amended) The absorbent composite of claim 30, wherein said absorbent 
layer is supported underneath a section of the topsheet, such that said section of topsheet 
provides said nonwoven substrate of said absorbent composite. 
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